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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

    July 2022 Newsletter
 

 

Joy in the Journey 
With Pastor Jolene Knudson-Hanse 

4-year-olds are typically good theologians.  One 

evening after reading a Bible story before bed Isaac 

said, “Jesus wants me to be kind to (2-year-old at 

daycare) who knocks down my towers and always 

follows me. I don’t want to share with him, but Jesus 

can help me.  Jesus wants us to love our enemies.” 

I am thankful that my June 1st surgery recovery was 

much easier than my last surgery.  I had a great deal 

of discomfort, but not really pain. I could actually 

read a little and visit with my family.  One day when 

I felt horribly uncomfortable but able to read, I 

slowly paged through the Psalms.  Psalm 139 is a 

favorite and it encouraged me.  God is with me. God 

gives me life and breath.  I also remembered my 

conversation with Isaac and thought this Psalm 

wasn’t just written for me or you. It’s not just for 

Christians or people who are “good”.  It’s not just 

for “us”, whatever that word means in our own 

minds. Read it again anew.  

PSALM 139:1-18 

God, you know everything about me. 

You know when I am moving. 

You know what I am thinking. 

You know where I am going. 

You know what I am doing. 

 

Before I talk, you know what I am going to say. 

You are all around me, and it is so good to know 

that, even when I don’t understand how it is 

possible. Is there any place I can hide from you? 

 

No. You are with me in all of the highest, lowest, 

and farthest places I can go. 

You show me the way and protect me no matter 

where I am. Even when it is dark as night and I can’t 

see my way, it is light for you. 

 

 

 

 

You do this because it was you, God, who made me! 

Everything you make is good, so I am, too, and that 

makes me so happy. 

 

You made me, and you knew about my whole life 

even before I had my body. 

You are amazing, God, in more ways than I can 

count. 

Even at the end, you are with me. 

 

The Holy Spirit accompanies us that we may be a 

blessing to others. When we are weak, when we are 

strong and anything in-between, the Spirit of God 

fills us that we would trust we are not alone.  We 

experience the presence and in-spiration of the Holy 

Spirit whenever we forgive someone, whenever we 

reach outward, towards others.  The Holy Spirit 

sustains all life and all relationships, breath by 

breath.  The Spirit of God is the bond of love in your 

relationship with God, keeping you close to Jesus 

and working in the Word and Sacrament to claim 

you as a child of God, a beloved part of this family. 

Let’s seek to be open to the Spirit of God in this 

season of Pentecost.  We have had some wonderful 

worship services and amazing things are planned for 

this July and August.  Participate. Be renewed.  And 

ask the Spirit of God to breathe in you, to nudge you 

to be strengthened in relationship with a family 

member, with someone you sit by at worship, with a 

co-worker, with someone you have had a 

misunderstanding, someone you struggle to love.  

We are all beautifully made and fully loved. It is 

such a wonderful truth and yet a hard truth.  It means 

our love needs to extend further than we would often 

like.  Jesus nudges us to life with open hands, 

blessing others in our path, even the ones who wreak 

our stuff or annoy us.  “Are you sure, God?” we may 

ask.   The Spirit helps us live in the way of Christ 

Jesus. 

Journeying with you, 

Pastor Jolene 
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With Pastor Betsy Dartt 

 

I love the summer season.  In the school 

and church year there is a definite break from 

usual routines for three months.  On the farm, the 

seeds are planted, and the growth is starting to 

happen with three months to tend the crops 

before the harvest. The retail stores and the 

medical facilities stay on their 24/7 routine but at 

least there is no snow to shovel and there are lots 

of opportunities for outdoor play. 

 

In our Church (including Roman 

Catholic, Lutheran, and most other mainline 

denominations), the summer is called the 

“ordinary” time.  The color is always green.  We 

use green colored fabrics on the altar, pulpit, and 

lectern as well as the pastor’s stoles.  During the 

months of November through May, the Church 

year tells the story of the life of Christ beginning 

with blue for the preparation of Advent and white 

for the great celebration of Christmas.  There is a 

short season of green (ordinary time again) for 

weeks after Epiphany.  Then there is the purple 

of Lent for preparing our hearts for the death of 

Jesus. The grand celebration of Easter is white 

with seven weeks of alleluias (not to mention 

confirmation, graduations, etc.) ending 

triumphantly with Pentecost Sunday as the last 

red celebration of the season. 

 

It sounds busy just to read the story of so 

many celebrations and special times.  Perhaps 

that’s when music directors, altar guild members, 

choirs, A/V specialists, and all those behind the 

scenes, faithfully say  “What’s next?” With a 

deep breath and a smile on they say, “Ahhh, its 

green.  It’s ordinary time!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordinary time is a treasured time to 

reflect and listen and rest and remember and 

dream and be 

guided by the 

Spirit.  St. Paul 

talks about the 

fruits of the 

Spirit in 

Galatians 5:22.  

These fruits are 

love, joy, 

peace,  

patience, 

kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and 

self-control. Paul talks about the contrast 

between life without love, prone to the 

temptations of the world and life with love, filled 

with the fruits of the Spirit.  This summer in 

ordinary time we get to explore ordinary life 

according to God’s plan.   

 

The wonderful thing about the fruit of the 

spirit is that we get all the fruits in our daily life 

as an outcome of living in God’s love.  We don’t 

have to choose by asking God for this fruit or 

that.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit all 

these qualities are part of our ordinary life.   

 

Relax with the green season of ordinary 

time at church each week.  Whether you come on 

Saturday or Sunday; whether you watch on cable 

or YouTube, reflect on one of the fruits each 

week.  All will come to life with the telling of key 

Bible stories from the book of Luke.  Don’t miss 

the drama from Shirley Gangstad on July 31 with 

the story of the Bent Over Woman.  Get ready for 

Old Time Religion on August 5 with our annual 

outdoor picnic on the church grounds.  Like the 

crops in the field, we will grow in faith and enjoy 

the fruits of the Spirit 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Staff: 

 
Office Manager-Amber Hobson Cell 641-732-9401 

Bookkeeper – Kathy Merkel 

Custodian – Toni Sanders 

Education Coordinator – Gina Jahn Cell 507-

251-1610 

Music Coordinator-Choir/Bell Dir. – Elliott 

Grandall  

Youth Coordinator – Ann Oeltjen: 

oslsvyouth@gmail.com 

Audio/Visual- McCormick Fowler 

 

 

Office Hours: 9:00am to 

3:30pm, Monday 

through Thursday. 

Closed on Fridays.  We encourage you to call 

ahead, as there are times when Amber is out of 

the office, at the bank, post office, or for other 

needs.  

Office Phone:507-346-7251 

oursaviorsspringvalley@gmail.com 

 

**Articles and announcements for the 

newsletter are due by the 17th of the month. 

**Announcements for the worship bulletin are 

due by Thursday at noon.  Thank you!  

 

 

Shirley Gangstad 

announces the fall 

book study will 

convene on September 

12th  reading Sensible Shoes by Sharon 

Garlough Brown. 

One reviewer describes the book this 

way:  “Through emotionally resonant 

characters, Sensible Shoes encourages us to 

communicate with God in new ways, 

broadening our spiritual journey one step at a 

time.” Call the church office to sign up and we 

will order a copy of the book for you!  (507) 

346-7251 

MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS: 

Undesignated Memorial - In Memory of  Kelvin 

Niemeyer- Vic & Eileen Rathbun, Jerry & Marlene 

Rollie 

In Honor of -House’s 50th Wedding anniversary- 

Linda Niemeyer 

 

Caring & Concerns for members & friends in 

Special Care Facilities: 

Spring Valley Living: Care Center & Rehab:  

Mary Jane Island (Ken Kraut’s mother), Maxine 

Mlenar, Donna Rowe, Joan Baarsch,  Judy 

DeYoung, Mary Jo Dathe, Jan Christopherson, 

Anita Nelson, Gerrie Webster, Marvin Lenz 

Estates & Evergreen: 

Roy Christopherson, Elaine Sheldon, Lorraine 

Hancock, Rhoda Jones, Bev Jertson, Connie Koball, 

Wilma Cummings 

Waters Assisted Living, Rochester 

Marilyn Kappers, Larry Kappers 

Prairie Meadows Senior Living, Kasson: 

Wil Mohlis 

WELCA NEWS 
Our Savior’s Church Women- 
Bakeless Sale- OSL WELCA 

It’s that time again to turn off the oven and 

support Our Savior’s Church Women by 

donating to the Bakeless Sale.  You’ll find an 

envelope in the newsletter or at church for your 

donation.  Cash is of course welcome.  You may 

also write a check to OSL WELCA.  Please put 

“bakeless sale” in the memo line.   

The donation may be put in the offering plate, 

left at, or mailed to the office.  

Lutheran Social Services and area food shelves 

are some of the beneficiaries of this effort.    

Thank You: I would like to express my heartfelt 

gratitude for the many acts of kindness shown to 

Kelvin and me during his illness and recent 

passing ....the visits, caring casseroles, prayer 

shawls, cards, kind words of support.  And the 

many donations to 0SL memorial funds in his 

honor. Especially appreciated were all of the 

prayers for both of us during his illness. The love 

and caring of our OSL family strengthened him to 

fight as long as he did.  Linda Niemeyer 

mailto:oslsvyouth@gmail.com
mailto:oursaviorsspringvalley@gmail.com
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Help Bev Jertson 

celebrate her 90th 

birthday on July 23rd 

with a card shower! Bev 

really likes reading cards 

from everyone. Her 

address is 815 Memorial Dr., Apt. 106, Spring 

Valley, MN 55975. 

 

You are invited to 

Songs and 

Smore’s! 

A time of singing, 

conversation, 

prayer, and sticky treats around a campfire. 

July 12th  at 7 pm at Rick & Gina Jahn’s 

Farm : 15773 State HWY 16  Spring Valley 

All ages welcome! 

Informal time of worship and fellowship. 

 
 

Music and friends! 

Join us on August 

6th for an outdoor 

mini-concert, worship 

service & supper in the 

OSLC parking lot!   

Ody’s will cater the meal.  Mini concert with 

Raven’s Fire starts at 4:40 pm, worship service 

with familiar, fun songs/hymns begins at 

5:00pm.  Bring your lawn chair, invite a 

friend.  If it rains it will be held inside.  

Thank you to the worship ministry team for 

organizing the event and helping with set-up 

and clean-up! 

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank  

all of you who have generously offered their time 

and talents to collaborate ministry with our 

Pastors and staff for the fine work done through 

Our Savior’s.  Serving on ministry teams, taking a 

role in worship, visiting a neighbor--- You make a 

difference!   

We also want to thank everyone for generously 

giving financially to support all the ministries at 

OSL.  Together we are living signs of 

hope.  Thank you for your part in the life of Jesus 

Christ and this congregation. 

“Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel 

to say your nightly prayer, and let faith be the 

bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome 

good.”     Maya Angelou 

 

Highlights from June 12, 2022, Church Council 

Meeting 

Old Business: Membership registry form is still 

under review. Service opportunity resource 

committee was formed. 

New Business: Endowment Committee 

disbursement recommendations were 

approved. Updated job description for Pastor 

Betsy Dartt was approved. 

Education Team: Looking for Sunday School 

curriculum and staffing for next fall 

Membership Team: ordered Father’s Day gifts; 

still working on member registry 

Property Team: still waiting on 2nd tuckpointing 

bid; arranged coverage for Toni’s maternity 

leave 

Worship Team: discussion of changing First 

Communion age; upcoming Songs and S’mores 

events; outdoor service in August 

Business Team: did not meet 

Youth Team: did not meet 

Detailed minutes are available on the bulletin 

board by the office. Submitted by Ann Ihrke, 

Secretary for Council Executive Council 

meeting: Thursday, July 7, 2022, 5 pm. Church 

Council meeting: Sunday, July 10, 2022, 10:30 

am
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Education News 

 

 
 

VBS was a Monumental week!  

We enjoyed 5 days of learning about God’s Monumental Love!  It was a joyful week of games, lessons, 

music, science, snacks and KidVid’s!  We enjoy 4 nights of meals as a community, and we even had 

congregation members join us to eat!  What fun it was to share a meal together!  VBS is a wonderful 

time of growing in faith together.  Pastor Betsy shared on Sunday that the hours spent at VBS are 

equivalent to a semester of Sunday School time!  VBS is for the children of OSL but the adults that 

participate experience growth in faith and community.  It is one of my favorite, most tiring, and most joy 

filled weeks with the children.  The children supported Kingsland School Parents' school supply 

program through their offering.  The children shared $206 to help local students receive needed supplies.  

Thank you to all our staff: Sheri Mitchell, Sally Hubka, Dawn Webster, Kaden Rath, Julie Back,  Jessica 

Bronson, Sammi Struzyk, Laura Young, William Jahn, Ryan Thon, Kirby Bussman, Sami Plaehn, Nicky 

Schmidt, Nora Jahn, Gavin Hubka, Rylie Struzyk, Cheryl Runck, James Hanse, Michelle Plaehn, Nicole 

Pokorney, and Nathan & Melissa Hunemuller, Michelle Sather, Audrey Webster, Gretchen Hubka, 

Rachel Welch, Parker Campbell, Macy Runck, Caleb Hanse, Ann Oeltjen, Lisa Kimball, Kathy Baarsch, 

Mitchell Plaehn, McCormick Fowler  
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The Education Ministry team has received offerings from congregation members to purchase 

Bibles for the fall and has received a generous donation from the Endowment Fund!  Thank you 

all for supporting this ministry of placing the Word into the hands of our children.   

 

Youth News 

Mission trip meeting Wednesday, July 6th at 6:00pm in the meeting room.  All youth and a parent attending 

the mission trip are required to attend. We will be going over trip details.  Blessing and prayers for our youth 

and chaperones attending 2022 youth mission trip.  Tristen Aarsvold, Caleb Hanse, Ashlyn Harwood, Gavin 

Hubka, Blake Oeltjen, Ira Schmidt, William Jahn, & Ann Oeltjen.  

 

A note about the season of Pentecost: 

Though many Christian denominations commemorate Pentecost, many forget that it was a Jewish holiday 

before the Church was established. The name Pentecost comes from the Greek word for 50, but the Jewish 

name is Shavuot (meaning weeks or sevens). Shavuot was a way for God’s people to offer their best to the 

Lord. In Exodus, God commands His people: “The first of the first fruits of your land you shall bring into the 

house of the Lord your God” (Exodus 23:19a; 34:26). Further instructions regarding this offering of first 

fruits (grain) are outlined in Scripture in Deuteronomy 26:1-4. Being together in one place and waiting in 

prayer and expectation on Shavuot (50 days after the Resurrection of the Lord) the early disciples were 

baptized into and filled with the Holy Spirit, becoming the first fruits of the Spirit for the whole Church 

which would grow from this event, as an earnest of the Kingdom of God on Earth. 

During the season of Pentecost, which is all summer and into the fall, we recall that we have been given the 

Holy Spirit, the Advocate, to accompany us and fill us to proclaim the power of Christ’s love and God’s 

grace. We will have a series on the fruits of the Spirit this summer as we give thanks to God for God’s 

presence in and among us. The fruits of the Spirit are outcomes of life with God and given to all. Galatians 

5:22 lists them: joy, goodness, kindness, love, self-control, faithfulness, peace, patience, and gentleness. 
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SUMMER FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT WORSHIP 

Summer is the green/ordinary season.  It is a time of more relaxed schedules, times 

of refreshment, times to enjoy ordinary things.  Our theme for summer worship is 

“Everyday Life in the Spirit.”      

In Galatians 5:22 text says, “ The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”                  

The fruits of the Spirit are outcomes of life with God.  These are predictable fruits. A 

grape vine has never yet produced a lemon!  Everyone in the Spirit gets all the fruits; 

they are evidence of the presence of God in daily life.   Just imagine people taking a 

moment of relaxation each day to smile and be grateful for the fruit of the week. 

We’ll be singing  your favorite songs and have a few surprises like the drama of the Bent Over Woman 

with Shirley Gangstad and our annual Outdoor Old Time Religion Saturday service with dinner on the 

church grounds. 

Date Fruit Gospel   Story 

    

July 3    Joy Lk 10:1-11, 16-20 Sending the 72 

July 10  Goodness Lk 10:25-37 Good Samaritan 

July 17 Kindness LK 10:38-42 Mary and Martha 

July 24   Love Lk 11:1-13 Lord’s Prayer/teachings 

July 31   Patience Lk 13:10-17 Bent Over Woman 

Drama 

    

Aug 7   Faithfulness Lk 12:13-21 Old Time Religion picnic 

No worry/Ready to serve 

Aug 14  Peace Lk 12: 32-40 Division and Crisis 

Aug 21   Self-Control  Lk 12:13-21 More Barns Please 

Aug 28   Gentleness Lk 14: 1, 7-14 Invited to the Head Seat 

 

Come Saturday July 30th at 5 pm or July 31st at  9 am 

Drama of the Bent Over Woman 

Everyday Life in the Spirit—Patience 
 

Luke 13:10-17 tells the story of an unnamed woman who “was bent over and 

could not straighten herself” for eighteen years. She goes to synagogue on 

the sabbath where Jesus is scheduled to be teaching, and he unexpectedly 

heals her. As often happens with Jesus, the healing was more than her body. 
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We appreciate all your time that you give to the 

church. If you are unable for any reason to help

Please let the church office know at 507-346-7251. 

 

July 3rd - Altar Guild - Verna Stockdale 

Scripture Reader-Nancy Stender 

Greeter- Julie Tart 

Videographer- Dick Jahn 

Acolytes- Skylar Lentz & Jonas Hanse 

No Scrip sales 

  

July 10th - Altar Guild- Dawn Webster 

Communion: Assist- LuAnn Klevan, Jerry Klevan, 

Deanne Spurgeon 

Scripture Reader –Jerry Klevan 

Greeter – Bob & Kathy Baarsch 

Videographer – Christopher Knode 

Acolytes- Collin Stuart & Markay Fowler 

Scrip Sellers- McCormick & Markay Fowler 

 

July 17th  – Altar Guild – Gladys Peterson 

Communion: Assist – Jon Dahl, Deb Dahl, Lori 

Buchholtz 

Greeters- Harlan & Pat Bucknell 

Videographer – Garrison Hubka 

Scripture Reader – Kathy Clark 

Acolytes – Parker Campbell & Caisa Kolling 

Scrip Sellers – Parker Campbell & Caisa Kolling 

 

July 24th  -- Altar Guild - Ann Thon 

Communion: Assist- Sherry Wendt, Ken Kujath, 

Joan Kujath, Julie Tart 

Scripture Reader – Jon Dahl 

Greeter-Paul & Judy Frank 

Videographer – Rick Jahn 

Acolytes- Emmersen Dols & Bryce Oeltjen 

Scrip Sellers- Emmersen Dols & Macie Rasmussen 

  

July 31st  -- Altar Guild – Laura Young 

Communion: Assist- Shirley Gangstad, Lee Young, 

Laura Young 

Scripture Reader – LuAnn Klevan 

Greeter-Zach Queensland 

Videographer – Nora Jahn 

Acolytes- Emma Struzyk & Kaylie Betts 

Scrip Sellers- Rylie Struzyk & Brayden Betts 

  

Ushers for July – Rick Christianson, Doug Plaehn, 

Matt Fowler 

 

 

Assisting Ministers-  

July 2nd – Kathy Baarsch  

July 3rd – Pam McCabe 

July 9th- Shirley Gangstad 

July 10th- LuAnn Klevan 

July 16th- Zach Queensland 

July 17th- Jon Dahl 

July 23rd – Rick Christianson 

July 24h- Sherry Wendt 

July 30th – Marge Lenz 

July 31st – Pastor Betsy Dartt

Readings for July: 
 

July 3 
Psalm 66: 1-9 

Galatians 6: 1-6, 7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 
 

July 10 
Psalm 25: 1-10 

Colossians 1: 1-14 
Luke 10: 25-37 

 
 
 
 

July 17 
Psalm 15 

Colossians 1: 15-28 
Luke 10: 38-42 

 
 

July 24 
Psalm 138 

Colossians 2: 6-15, 16-19 
Luke 11: 1-13 

 
July 31 

Psalm 103: 1-8 
Hebrews 12: 18-29 

Luke 13: 10-17 
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Please recycle this newsletter when you are finished with it.

 

Contact US:                                                     

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church                            

805 S Broadway Ave 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 

Phone: 507-346-7251 

Email: oursaviorsspringvalley@gmail.com 

Website: www.oursaviorsspringvalley.com  

Like us on Facebook Our Savior's Lutheran  

Church, Spring Valley, MN @OSLSV 

 

Pastor Jolene Knudson-Hanse: Lead 

Pastor  Cell: 507-512-9414 

Email: pastorjolenekh@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Betsy Dartt: Assistant  

Pastor  Cell: 507-884-4853  

Email: betsy.dartt@gmail.com 
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