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We often think of the Holy Spirit as the
abiding presence of Christ, with all the
comfort and love that relationship provides us.
The Spirit of gentleness and unity, the one that
revives our weary souls whenever we have the
good sense to breathe in and say ‘thank you’
to God. But the Holy Spirit acts in another
way too. The Holy Spirit blows and howls
and makes a lot of noise, making us “bigger”
that we will try new things and take risks for
God. This power of God that pushes us
forward and opens us up to the neighbor
around us.

Joy in the Journey
with Pastor Jolene Knudson-Hanse
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my
witness…to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8
There is a lot of energy in our congregation
right now. There is a lot of life. That means
that the Holy Spirit is up to something! In the
book of Acts, it is the Holy Spirit that changes
timid disciples who run at the first sign of
trouble into fearless leaders. Jesus ascended
back to heaven and his last words to them
were to wait in Jerusalem for the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. They really weren’t sure what
Jesus meant, but they gathered together –
about 120 of them, men, and women – and
waited with expectant hearts. And on the day
of Pentecost, a Jewish festival fifty days after
Passover, they were clothed with power.
There was a wind, then a fire, and the Holy
Spirit caused them to speak in languages that
all the foreigners gathered in Jerusalem for the
festival could understand. The gospel of Jesus
Christ was proclaimed in languages the
disciples had never learned and didn’t
understand. It was amazing.

Recent sightings of the joy, energy, courage,
and creativity of the Holy Spirit:
~Our students who said “Yes” to experiencing
and sharing the grace of God on their
Affirmation of Baptism Sunday. Their identity
is found in Christ, and you have nurtured them
well.
~Ministry teams who are working
collaboratively and trying new ideas- laughter
at meetings is such a good thing.

In the Old Testament the Spirit of God was
often around – leading the Israelites out of
Egypt in a pillar of cloud by day and fire by
night; filling prophets with words of comfort
or challenge and blessing King David with a
heart tuned to God. But now, after Pentecost,
the Holy Spirit fills many people, all at once!
Men and women, young and old are given
this gift and they turn the world upside down.

~People reaching out to their neighbors and
seeking ways to build relationships.
~The list of people ready to help with
Vacation Bible School!
~The ways many of you have “stepped up” to
call a homebound member, offer to help with
something at Church and provide caring
concern as I worked part-time during radiation
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therapy and will need to take some time off in
June to recover from surgery.

children are always watching and learning.
What happens in their minds when they hear
the invitation is for all, but they are
discouraged from receiving? I wonder about
the practice of communing children when
their parents determine they are ready (they
have been asking questions, they express
feeling left out at communion) and having a
class at a specific age that helps in their faith
formation and understanding of the sacrament.
Therefore, a class is not a prerequisite to
sharing communion, but a way to build
community and learn together. We welcome
adults regardless of their cognitive ability to
Christ’s table, yet often turn away young
children who perhaps understand as much of
the significance of the presence of Christ as
we do. Christ’s true presence in the meal is
ultimately an inexplicable mystery.

~People have invited a family member or
friend to try church again, assuring them that
they are welcome and will be encouraged in
their faith.
~The mutual ministry that your leaders have
with your pastors.
We have been strengthened in the sharing of
Holy Communion each of the Sundays of
Easter. Desiring to follow our Lord Jesus’
command and our Lutheran teaching in the
Augsburg Confession, we are adding another
Sunday and Saturday to our celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. We are adding the 3rd and 5th
weekends to our 2nd and 4th and festival
Sundays’ practice of sharing the Sacrament.
The Church celebrates the Holy Communion
frequently because the Church (the body of
Christ) needs the sacrament, the means by
which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the people of God is
nourished and sustained. We remember
Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep
need. Holy Communion reminds us that the
Church is not a collection of unrelated
individuals, but we are ONE BODY.

I will always remember regularly communing
a young man with cerebral palsy. Todd could
not give a statement of his faith, yet the joy on
his face when he worshipped and was
welcomed at the table was an incredible
witness to the power and love of God. Todd’s
joy reminded me that we experience faith in
ways other than intellectual understanding.
His mother was a professor at VCSU and once
discussed with me that the inclusion of a
person with a physical or intellectual disability
serves as a reminder that any person who is
baptized is not an independent individual
responsible for nurturing his or her faith alone
– he or she is part of a community. The
invitation to participate in communion comes
from God. She wondered if our attempt to
exert control over the process (having fine
print in our communion table invitation)
blinds our faith to God’s promise to be present
for us and limits God’s welcome and the truth
that Christ makes us worthy.

I love serving communion. It grants me the
opportunity to greet a section of our gathered
congregation, to look them in the eyes, and
encounter Christ, and share with them the gift
that Jesus gave us and the promise of Christ’s
presence. Christ is found in the bread and
wine AND in the living, breathing
congregation that together is the body of
Christ. The bonds of community are
strengthened in that encounter. I especially
find joy in sharing the sacrament with our
oldest and youngest members. It reminds them
that they are valuable members of our
community and worthy to belong.

I envision a time of discernment to explore
this concept together. Many congregations
welcome young children to the table.
Scholars of Church history found infant
communion to be common in the Church until

I wonder if the Holy Spirit is also creating
space for us to reexamine our practice of
having children wait until a specified age to
receive the gift of the Sacrament. Our
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the 13th century. Pastor Betsy and I invite
people into this conversation. We will
determine a few forums or ‘cottage meetings’
for those interested in the theological
background. Remember no one’s participation
in the weekly sacrament is coerced; it is a gift
of God’s grace that we are invited to receive.

With Pastor Betsy Dartt
At very young ages, we teach our children basic
physics, depth perception, moral values,
language, the arts, faith, and so much more
through games and nursery songs. They are
lessons that can last for a lifetime.

Look for ways to share God’s welcome and
joy this summer as you live out your callings
in your home, work, and recreation. We
gather for worship to be re-fueled in our hope
in Christ so we can be sent out again.

That wonderful children’s song about the spider
is still one of my favorites for remembering the
values of faithfulness, resilience, and
persistence. The words in James 1:12 tell us:
“Blessed are the ones who persevere under
trial, because when they have stood the test,
they will receive the crown of life that God
has promised to those who love him.” It’s the
little songs that bring me encouragement when
everything seems to go wrong. It’s the lessons I
learned in my earliest years that continue to
sustain me when I need to bounce back into life
again. Perhaps you remember this little gem:

We will have a monthly outdoor opportunity
to gather for a simple worship time and
fellowship, “Songs & Smore’s”. May the
Holy Spirit bring joy and propel you into new
opportunities for the sake of Jesus.
Joy in the journey,
Pastor Jolene

“The itsy, bitsy spider went
up the waterspout; down
came the rain and washed
the spider out; out came
the sun and dried up all the
rain; and the itsy, bitsy
spider went up the spout again.”
No matter what disaster has come to this little
creature, he is not defeated but perseveres. Out
comes the sun—I prefer to think of it as out
comes the Son—so that the spider rises up
faithful to his calling.
While you may not have these words of
scripture memorized, remember the lessons of
your childhood. When trouble threatens, the Son
comes out and you too can persevere to receive
the crown of life.
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Staff:

MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS:

Office Manager-Amber Hobson Cell 641-732-9401

Senior Choir-In Memory of Kelvin
Niemeyer- Dick & Sharon Jahn, Ken & Joan
Kujath, Lee & Carol Himle
Music/Choir- In Memory of Kelvin
Niemeyer- Judy Rose, Harlan & Turby
Marchant, Otis & Suzanne Kunert, Marge
Lenz, Rick & Jan Christianson
Organ- In Memory of Kelvin NiemeyerShirley Gangstad
Property- In Memory of Kelvin NiemeyerDorothy Simpson, Ken & Joanne Vrieze,
Ken & Brenda Clark
Bibles- In Memory of Kelvin NiemeyerRick & Gina Jahn, Harris & Geraldine
Williams
Undesignated Memorial - In Memory of
Kelvin Niemeyer-Lavonne Knutson, Brad &
Ann Ihrke, Jeanette Baker, Sharon Schmidt,
Lyle & Bonnie Kruegel, Boyd & Bonnie
Grabau, Friends & Family
Cemetery- In Memory of Bret
Christopherson- Dick & Sharon Jahn
Caring Ministry- In Memory of Kelvin
Niemeyer- Roy & Jan Christopherson
S.V. Food Shelf- In Memory of Kelvin
Niemeyer-Friends & Family
Youth- In Honor of Marlene Rollie’s
Birthday- Myron & Ellen Rollie

Bookkeeper – Kathy Merkel
Custodian – Toni Sanders
Education Coordinator – Gina Jahn Cell 507251-1610
Music Coordinator-Choir/Bell Dir. – Elliott
Grandall
Youth Coordinator – Ann Oeltjen:
oslsvyouth@gmail.com
Audio/Visual- McCormick Fowler

Office Hours: 9:00am to 3:30pm, Monday
through Thursday. Closed on Fridays. We
encourage you to call ahead, as there are times
when Amber is out of the office, at the bank,
post office, or for other needs.

Caring & Concerns for members & friends in
Special Care Facilities:
Spring Valley Living: Care Center & Rehab:
Mary Jane Island (Ken Kraut’s mother), Maxine
Mlenar, Donna Rowe, Joan Baarsch, Judy
DeYoung, Mary Jo Dathe, Jan Christopherson,
Anita Nelson, Gerrie Webster
Estates & Evergreen:
Roy Christopherson, Elaine Sheldon, Lorraine
Hancock, Rhoda Jones, Bev Jertson, Connie Koball
Waters Assisted Living, Rochester
Marilyn Kappers, Larry Kappers
Prairie Meadows Senior Living, Kasson:
Wil Mohlis

Office Phone:507-346-7251
oursaviorsspringvalley@gmail.com
**Articles and announcements for the
newsletter are due by the 17th of the month.
**Announcements for the worship bulletin are
due by Thursday at noon. Thank you!
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Women’s Day at Good

Highlights from May 8th, 2022, Church
Council Meeting

Earth Village

Old Business: contract for mowing services
was signed

Saturday, June 25, 2022
9 AM-2 PM | $35 per person

New Business: investigation into putting
together a service job handbook for members

Living Our Legacy: Stewarding Our
Lives with Intention

Worship Team: organist contract approved,
information about a hymnal supplement,
summer fellowship opportunities

During the course of life,
we impact many
others along the way.
Whether as daughters,

Business Team: bookkeeper contract approved,
pastoral insurance

mothers, sisters, grandmothers, aunts, or simply

Education Team: scholarship applications,
VBS staff positions to fill, fall Sunday School
staff recruitment

friends, we communicate values in the way that
we spend and share time. Women’s Day 2022 at GEV
will explore the ways that we communicate our values
through the lives that we lead, the stories we share, and
the plans that we make.

Membership Team: Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day gifts, cup usage after services,
updated Membership Recognition bulletin board

Check-in starts at 9:00AM. Handicap parking

Youth Team: purchase roasters for the kitchen,
flower sales, campers, youth summer outing

is available at all buildings. Please feel free to
contact us with any questions or concerns at

Property Team: did not meet

(507) 346-2494 or at info@goodearthvillage.org

Next Executive Council Meeting: Thursday,
June 9th at 5:00pm

Presenters
Rev. Emily Carson, Office of the Bishop,

Next Council meeting: Sunday, June 12th at
10:30am

SEMN Synod
Tharan Leopold, ELCA Churchwide and SEMN

Detailed minutes are available on the bulletin
board by the food cart.

Synod
Dianna Parks, Executive Director, GEV

Submitted by Ann Ihrke, Secretary for Council

Schedule for the Day:
9:00AM Check-in at Log Lodge
9:30AM Welcome and Devotion
9:45AM Presentations Begin

You are invited to Songs and Smore’s!
A time of singing, conversation, prayer, and
sticky treats around a campfire.
Tuesday, June 28th at 7 pm at Julie Tart’s
farm: 17060 155th Ave Spring Valley
All ages welcome!
Informal time of worship and fellowship

11:45AM Lunch at Barr Lodge
12:45 PM Closing Worship
2:00 PM Go in Peace!
Save the Date
Thurs., Oct. 27th,
2022 at Rochester International Event Center
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notches higher in ceremony and liturgy than
most Sunday morning worship services.

2022 SEMN Synod Assembly

2) Our Bishop Regina Hassanally’s preaching.
The bishop is an excellent speaker as evidenced
by the bishop’s report to the assembly and an
even better preacher as shown through her
sermon. She called on us to be creative and find
new ways to be church in our new world—after
Covid and many other upheavals in our society.
She used the example of her 12-year-old son
wanting a cell phone and his dad being ok with
the idea while she had huge doubts and
skepticism. “I didn’t have a cell phone when I
was twelve!” she said. She reiterated the many
concerns and dangers that cell phones can bring
to children. Then she admitted that they do have
many benefits as well and that she wanted her
son to be prepared to live in the world we have.
She made her point that she eventually will have
to move into this progressive step with
reluctance and hesitation because ultimately that
is the decision that makes sense. Her parallel is
that our congregations and our church may also
have to move into new ways of doing things—
not because they are what we want but rather
because they are necessary and make the most
sense. Good food for thought.

We gathered around the theme “what if…”
149 congregations were represented
386 people attended
10 organizations were present
$17,572 was collected in offering

Worship, reports, and our guest speaker Rozella
Haydee White made for a full and inspiring day
gathered as God’s people of this synod. I
particularly appreciated learning more about the
global ministries we are a part of in Tanzania,
South Sudan, Columbia, and local community
organizations that serve migrant minors, Afghan
refugees and asylum seekers. I hope to gain
access to the encouraging and informational
PowerPoint that Kathy Chatelaine put together
to explain this accompaniment ministry.
I also hope to use Rozella H. White’s
conversation questions for a future council
retreat. Her book, “Love Big: The Power of
Love to Heal the World” is recommended
reading.

Shirley Gangstad

Thank you to Shirley and Julie for taking their
weekend to attend as we make connections and
seek to be purveyors of possibility in our
congregations and families.

I enjoyed the guest speaker, Rozella Haydee
White. She had four ideas she shared.
First, Love makes all things possible. Next,
Creativity expands the limits of our imagination.
Third, Liberation is the embodiment of love.
Finally, Healing leads us back to self and each
other and reminds us of what is possible. We
realize there is still opportunity. There is still
possibility. Another thing she asked us to think
about was, how do we appreciate our own gifts
God gave us. It made me wonder how as a
congregation, we can help each other appreciate
our gifts.

Pastor Jolene
This was the first one-day synod assembly. It
worked in part because we had very little
business to accomplish. Last year’s assembly
gathered by zoom and this year’s in-person
gathering was certainly preferable.
Two highlights for me:
1) Worship. The worship service at synod
assembly is always special, always a few

Julie Tart
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Education News

VBS time is here!
June 5th-9th
Mealtime 5:15pm-5:45pm all families are
welcome. Opening begins at 6pm & Closing at
8pm: Families are welcome!
We are looking forward to this exciting week of
faith, fellowship, and FUN!
Meals:
Monday: Pizza
Tuesday: Walking Tacos
Wednesday: BBQs and chips
Thursday: Spaghetti Hotdish

The Confirmation and Senior League and guides
were at GEV for our last regular class/service
time of this school year. This group shoveled,
hauled, and raked a truckload of wood chips to
Three Crosses, Barr Lodge and around trees
near the Log Lodge. It was a warm, muggy
evening and this crew worked so hard for the
entire hour! Thank you to Steve Atwood for
meeting us after hours for this service time. We
have committed to returning to GEV for two
more service evenings next school year. Thank
you all for a great year of service and growing
in faith!

Thank you to all volunteers and to the
congregation for the financial and prayer
support!
The Education Ministry team is offering an
opportunity to support the Bible Fund by donating
$20 toward the purchase of a Bible to be given to
our 3-year-olds, 3rd grade students, and 7th grade
Confirmation Students.
We will need approximately 20 Bibles to support
the students in the 2022-2023 school year. OSL
will place a new Bible in the hands of
approximately 20 students this fall!

The Sunday School has supported and prayed
for Good Earth Village this school year. We
have prayed for Steve Atwood and God’s
creation each week.
The families have shared just over $1200 with
GEV. We celebrated our last day of Sunday
School with Tyler, Steve, and Dianna. We sang
songs, played games, and shared snacks. It was
a great way to move into summer!
Thank you for your generosity!

Youth News
2022 Summer Youth Trip is coming fast, July
17th-20th. We would still like a few more kids to
sign up and go with us. If you are a 9th -12th
grade student that would love to experience God
through camp fun and mission work. Please
contact Anne Oeltjen, 507-259-3202, for more
info. We are also still looking for a male
chaperone. Please prayerfully consider helping
with this awesome experience.
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Photo Courtesy of K’s Photography – Kelly Reiland

2022 Confirmands
Front Row: Pastor Jolene Knudson-Hanse
Tristen David Aarsvold
Macie Mae Rasmussen
Ira Allan Schmidt
Blake Allen Oeltjen

Congratulations to our 2022
graduating seniors. We pray
for them and bless them on their future
endeavors. Good Luck!
Shayla Aarsvold, Ellie Archer, Shelby
Beck, Nicholas Fetterly, Tessa
Fox, Alexys Harwood, Megan
Queensland, Kaden Rath, Lydia Voeltz,
Thomas Warren & Audrey Webster.

Back Row: Gavin James Hubka
Chantle Danae Reiland
Aspen Marie Kolling
Brayden Jessy Betts
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We appreciate all your time that you give to the
church. If you are unable for any reason to help
Please let the church office know at 507-346-7251.
June 5th - Altar Guild – Gladys Peterson
Communion: Comm. Assist – Penny Ness, Lori
Buchholtz, Jerry Klevan
Scripture Reader-Kathy Baarsch
Greeter- Rich & Evelyn Apenhorst
Videographer- Kaden Rath
Acolytes- Victoria Knode & Parker Campbell
Scrip Sellers- Christopher Knode & Garrison Hubka

June 26th -- Altar Guild- Eileen Rathbun & Carol
Ahern
Communion: Comm. Assist- Helen House, Sherry
Wendt, Julie Tart
Scripture Reader – Linda Niemeyer
Greeter-Nevin & Nancy Stender
Videographer – Garrison Hubka
Acolytes- Bruce Oeltjen & Gretchen Hubka
Scrip Sellers- Landan Hunemuller & Macy Runck

June 12th - Altar Guild- Dawn Webster
Communion: Comm. Assist- Jon Dahl, Deb Dahl,
Nancy Stender
Scripture Reader –Gina Jahn
Greeter – Sharon Jahn
Videographer – Rick Jahn
Acolytes- Macy Runck & Diesel Bronson
Scrip Sellers- Rylie Struzyk & Ashlyn Harwood

Ushers for June – Larry Arneson, Verlyn Johnson,
Duane Knutson, Brad Ihrke
Assisting MinistersJune 4th- Shirley Gangstad
June 5th- Jon Dahl
June 11th- Shirley Gangstad
June 12th- Pam McCabe
June 18th- Sherry Wendt
June 19th- Jerry Klevan
June 25th- Marge Lenz
June 26th- Zach Queensland

June 19th – Altar Guild – Ann Thon
Communion: Comm. Assist – Ken Kujath, Joan
Kujath, Zach Queensland
Greeters- Ken & Joan Kujath
Videographer – Christopher Knode
Scripture Reader – Zach Queensland
Acolytes – Jacob Musel & Kaylie Betts
Scrip Sellers – Ira Schmidt & Macie Rasmussen

Readings for June:
June 5
Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21
Psalm 101: 24-34, 35b
Philippians 4: 4-7
John 14: 16-17

June 19
Psalm 22: 19-28
Galatians 3: 23-29
Luke 8: 26-39
June 26
Psalm 16
Galatians 5: 1, 13-25
Luke 9: 51-62

June 12
Holy Trinity
Psalm8
Romans 5: 1-5
John 16: 12-15
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Please recycle this newsletter when you are finished with it.
Contact US:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
805 S Broadway Ave
Spring Valley, MN 55975
Phone: 507-346-7251
Email: oursaviorsspringvalley@gmail.com
Website: www.oursaviorsspringvalley.com
Like us on Facebook Our Savior's Lutheran
Church, Spring Valley, MN @OSLSV

Pastor Jolene Knudson-Hanse:
Lead Pastor Cell: 507-512-9414
Email: pastorjolenekh@gmail.com
Pastor Betsy Dartt: Visitation
Pastor Cell: 507-884-4853
Email: betsy.dartt@gmail.com
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